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EFF CONDEMNS THREATS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT TO 
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTRES 

 

Thursday, 02 July 2020 

 

The EFF condemns the actions of the Department of Social Development, of forcefully 

keeping early childhood centres shut, with the contempt it deserves. 

 

The Department of Basic Education has made an announcement that all learners of every 

grade are expected to return to schools from Monday, 6 July 2020, including the grade R 

learners. 

 

It is a known fact that our schools have dedicated a classroom or two classrooms to cater 

for grade R learners and a bulk of almost 60% of the children in the townships, informal 

settlements and rural areas go to ECDs in their surroundings, which fall under the 

Department of Social Development. 

 

The Department of Social Development has instructed the ECDs to remain closed, even 

though the grade Rs in schools under DBE will be re-opening. They are also sent messages 

by the Department of Social Development threatening to confiscate their certificates should 

they be found to have re-opened their centres next week, thus keeping them from operating 

ever again. 

 

This action by Social Development will lead to an increase in the number of unemployed 

black people, especially black women, who are the ones operating and managing these 

Early Childhood Development centres. 
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It is mostly young black women who work as ECD Practitioners, who clean and cook for 

children in these centres. 

 

What then should happen to the children whose mothers have to go back to work, because 

the government says they should? Should they be left alone at home to fend for themselves 

and roaming the streets? Should they be left at the mercy of uncles, neighbours and 

strangers who could sexually abuse and kill them?  

 

The ridiculous logic behind these threats is that they are "protecting" the lives of the children. 

The obvious question is, are the lives of children attending at ECDs in our townships and 

informal areas more susceptible to being infected with the COVID-19 virus than those who 

would be going to grade R classes under Department of Basic Education? 

 

This sounds like an open admission from the government that children are forced to go back 

to schools to be infected with COVID-19 and ultimately die, not for their educational benefit 

but to be used as pawns to serve the government's capitalist agenda. 

 

As the EFF we reiterate our call to close the schools, however, if the government insists on 

sending our children to the frontline of the war let all schools be treated equally except if 

they do not meet COVID-19 and health standards. 


