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EFF REJECTS THE NEW SABC EDITORIAL STRUCTURE AND CALLS FOR ITS 
IMMEDIATE REVIEW  

 

Friday, 10 July 2020 

 

The EFF rejects the newly launched SABC editorial structure and calls for its immediate 

review. Over seven days ago, the SABC launched a new editorial structure related to its 

general recovery strategy. In this new structure, the SABC designates the Head of News as 

the Editor in Chief. This is not only senseless but will result in even more instability in the 

newsroom. 

 

The SABC has essentially abandoned the upward referral policy which has been in place 

since the SABC became a public broadcaster in 1994. They have also wrongly attributed 

the idea of upwards referral to former COO Hlaudi Motsoeneng. The truth is that Hlaudi did 

not invent the upward referral policy; instead, he shifted editor in chief powers from the CEO 

to himself as COO.  

 

The SABC Editor in Chief cannot be Head of News because the Head of News is not the 

accounting officer both to the board and parliament. Moreover, the upward referral policy 

was meant to mediate newsroom disputes precisely because, on a daily basis, the Head of 

News is involved in the newsroom.  

 

It is also largely a ceremonial position with symbolic, rather than actual day to day powers. 

It is much like the President, who is also a Commander in Chief. This does not mean each 

day; the President actually runs the army. It means the ultimate source of power for army 

lies with the President, who is a civilian and the accounting officer to a democratically elected 

parliament.  
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Over the years, many people have confused the problems brought and caused by Hlaudi 

Motsoeneng and ANC editorial interference to mean there is something wrong with the 

editorial structure. Political interference in the newsroom is not caused by the fact that the 

CEO is Editor in Chief. Instead, it is caused by both managers and journalists who accept 

political deployment into the SABC. It, therefore, does not matter what structure is in place; 

political deployments do not respect such. We must not find fault in laws when, in fact, the 

problem is people’s behaviour.  

 

The EFF further calls on a consideration of democratizing editorial decision making and 

SABC internal newsroom accountability. This can be achieved by formalizing the Editorial 

Forum within the SABC which up to this point has only been existing informally. It is the 

editorial forum, and its democratic form, that allowed it to expose and fight against the 

tyranny of Hlaudi Motsoeneng. The editorial forum may be the only way to resist political 

interference in the SABC since all editorial newsroom decisions can be reviewed and 

interrogated by a democratic structure.  

 

The Editor in Chief of the SABC must remain the CEO because he/she is not daily involved 

in the newsroom. Also, a CEO is the accounting officer to the board and parliament.  

 

SABC is and must remain the Public Broadcaster whose leadership can be publicly held 

accountable by a democratic parliament of the people. The current editorial structure 

compromises this ethic and boarders of constitutional delinquency. 


