
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE ECONOMIC FREEDOM FIGHTERS WELCOMES PARLIAMENT’S DECISION TO 
INVESTIGATE THE WORKING AND LIVING CONDITIONS OF FARMWORKERS.  

 

Tuesday, 10 November 2020 

 

The Economic Freedom Fighters welcomes and celebrates the decision by South Africa’s 

Parliament to commence a Parliamentary process that will investigate the living and working 

conditions of farmworkers. Today’s resolution is a cogent demonstration of the EFF’s superior 

logic and decisive ideological and political guidance of all struggles affecting black people and 

the working class in South Africa. The resolution builds on many victories of the EFF which 

include the Parliamentary process to amend section 25 of the Constitution to permit for the 

expropriation of land without compensation.  

 

On the 5th of November 2020, the EFF introduced a draft resolution in a mini plenary, calling 

on Parliament to do the following;  

 

1. Establishment of an ad hoc committee, in terms of Rule 253, the committee to: 
  

1.1. Conduct a comprehensive review of the living and working 
conditions of farmworkers in South Africa, including remuneration as well 
as the eviction of farmworkers from farms;  

1.2. Make an assessment of legislation affecting farmworkers and farm 
dwellers in South Africa, and make recommendations for legislative 
amendments to provide for more comprehensive protection of 
farmworkers and farm dwellers; 

1.3. Conduct public hearings with all interested and affected parties, 
including farmworkers themselves, unions organising on farms and civil 
society organisations; 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Consist of 11 members, as follows: ANC 6, DA 2, EFF 1, and other parties 2; 

3. Exercise those powers in Rule 167 that may assist it in carrying out its task; 

and 

4. Sets the deadline by which the committee is to report as 30 March 2021 
 

On the 10th of November 2020, the South African Parliament adopted an amended motion 

which says the following: 

 

1. Directs that both the Portfolio Committee on Employment and Labour and the 

Portfolio Committee on Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development as 

part of their annual schedule of work to jointly –  

2. Conduct comprehensive oversight work on the living and working 
conditions of farmworkers, farm dwellers and farmers; 

3. Assess progress made by the government’s commitments towards improved 

living and working conditions in the farming communities, including work done 

by different stakeholders in the agricultural sector; 

4. Conduct public hearings with key stakeholders; 
5. Make an impact assessment of legislation affecting farmworkers and 

make recommendations for legislative amendments; 
6. Consult with the relevant Select Committee(s) in the National Council of 

Provinces in carrying out the tasks at hand;    
7. Exercise those powers in Rule 167 that may assist the Committees in 

carrying out its task; and 

8. Sets the deadline by which the two Committees are to report as 30 November 

2021. 
 

What Parliament’s decision entails is that Members of Parliament will visit farms and hold 

public hearings and visit farms to oversee the living and working conditions of Farmworkers in 

all parts of South Africa. This will lead to improved legislation and policy instruments which will 

improve the working and living conditions of farmworkers.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This decisive step by Parliament is as a result of the EFF’s ideological and political 

guidance which prioritises the plight of the overexploited working class and poor 

people in South Africa. If the EFF did not bring this motion and draft resolution to 

Parliament, the voices of farmworkers were going to continue under suppression and 

intimidation by the mostly racist farm owners. 

 

Like in all Parliamentary processes, the EFF will maximally participate in this 

investigation of the working and living conditions of farmworkers and will not miss a 

single meeting, public hearing or farm visit for this purpose. We will do so because we 

appreciate that our mandate is to represent our people, in particular the voiceless 

super-exploited masses of our people. 


