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2023: Year of Massive Political Education and Voter Registration
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The year 2023 marks a decade since the Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF), a gallant movement of the working class was
formed. We are an organization born out of the tragic Marikana
Massacre, which broke the false reality that had consumed South
Africa, of reconciliation without justice, and a nation that knew
peace despite the glaring racial economic inequality that defines
our country. 

The former liberation movement, true to the prophecies of
Frantz Fanon in his seminal text The Wretched of The Earth, has
become a bourgeoisie that resents its people, and colludes with
the former colonizer to worsen the conditions of African people.
Due to the crumbs they receive from capital, the ruling party
colluded with capital to murder 34-mineworkers for demanding
a living wage, showing our people that a new alternative needed
to be born.

This EFF was therefore born out of necessity, and as a response
to the centuries of oppression, humiliation and land
dispossession faced by our people since the arrival of
colonialists on our shores in 1652. We mark our decade of
existence, by reviving our commitment to awakening the
consciousness of our people, and hosting the greatest ever
festival of the poor, at FNB Stadium on the 29th of July 2023. 

The EFF has resolved that this year will be the year of Massive
Political Education and Voter Registration. This comes after
the revolutionary decision to educate not only the 1 million
members of the EFF, but all of society on the ideas, policies and
objectives of this revolutionary Economic Emancipation
Movement. 

Our growth has been marked by a resounding resolution that We
Are Ready To Govern, and this has begun in the City of
Johannesburg Municipality Council, where we now occupy the
position of MMC For Public Safety through Commissar Dr.
Mgcini Tshwaku and the position of the MMC of Health
through a qualified nurse, Fighter Ennie Makhafula. The EFF
will exhibit superior governance in these positions, where we
will ensure that health services are provided 24/7 and that our
law enforcement agencies are incorruptible and efficient, as we
have deployed the best of the best in terms of qualifications and
experience.

The EFF is a vanguard of the people, which sits firmly at the
forefront of our people’s struggles and has done so for the past
10-years. We must never assume however, that our
understanding of the domestic and international balance of
forces, constitutes the consciousness of our people.

That is why all structures of the EFF, from the Central
Command Team (CCT) to the Branches, must invest in the
process of political education and participate meaningfully
because it is political education that will strengthen our ability to
deliver the message of Economic Freedom to our people. 

We have resolved to embark on a massive voter registration
campaign, and this is because the EFF needs to introduce a new
type of voter into the electoral process. Since our inception, we
have been competing for the votes of people whose experience
of voting was born out of their allegiance to other political
parties. We have been competing for the votes of the disgruntled
and disillusioned people, who have been voting and chose us as
an alternative. The objective as we head towards the 2024
National and Provincial Government Elections, is to develop a
voter base that is not born out of disillusionment, but enters the
electoral process because they are inspired by what we stand for.

Therefore, the voter registration campaign is about capturing the
imagination of a new generation of voters, and building upon the
base we already have. The only way we can succeed in ushering
in a socialist government of the people, is through bringing in
our own conscious voter base, and that is why political
education and voter registration go hand in hand. This
constitutes the program of the year for the EFF, and we dare not
fail, as failure would be a betrayal of the generations that came
before us. 

This is the broader context within which we intend to lead the
struggle for Economic Freedom, but of course there remains the
constant and immediate pain confronting our people due to the
continued mis-leadership of the ANC.

Our people are living a nightmare and their misery is intensified
on a daily basis. The continued Presidency of the comprador
puppet Cyril Ramaphosa, has been the worst of its kind since the
dawn of democracy in 1994. 

The cost of living is unbearable, and the so-called middle class
of South Africa is a salary away from abject poverty, while the
working class is on its knees and living from hand to mouth.
Over 12 million people are unemployed, and there is no
verifiable plan to create jobs, and this government celebrates its
ability to provide social grants instead of jobs. State-Owned
Entities are collapsing, and in the midst of massive
unemployment, entities such as the South African Post Office
(SAPO) are intending to retrench 6000 workers.

THE EFF REMAINS THE ONLY HOPE AFTER
10-YEARS OF STRUGGLE, AND WILL
DEFEND SOUTH AFRICA FROM CYRIL
RAMAPHOSA! By CIC Julius Malema

Julius Malema
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Violent crime has become a norm, with the rate of assault,
sexual assault and Gender-Based Violence, as well as murder
sitting at levels that resemble a nation at war. Civilians are being
assassinated, and there never seems to be any resolution of
murder cases, because the Police Service is led by a factional
fool, who is in the pocket of criminals themselves. Of particular
concern should be the increasing trend in mass-shootings, an
occurrence that ought to be characterized as domestic terrorism,
which has become all too frequent in recent times.

Our railway infrastructure, public healthcare system, public
schooling system, roads and housing infrastructure has
collapsed, and anything relating to public service is
characterized by mediocrity and incapacity. It is no mistake that
the public service sector in South Africa has deteriorated to
unbearable levels, because this is part and parcel of the strategy
of creating a crisis, in order to rationalize a dominant role of the
private sector in the provision of services.

The power utility ESKOM, is a shadow of its former self, and is
being mutilated in order to split its functions across the hands of
the parasitic private sector through Independent Power
Producers (IPP’s). The lack of reliable and consistent electricity
supply means that businesses are collapsing as they are unable
to keep up with the demands of generating revenue,
remunerating staff and paying thousands of rands on diesel for
generators. Patients are dying at hospitals, learners and students
are struggling to study and households which are already
suffering due to the high cost of food, find themselves unable to
buy food in a cost-friendly manner, due to the impact electricity
blackouts have on the integrity of foods that require
refrigeration. 

Our nation is in debt to the tune of R4.3 trillion, and it costs
South Africa over R300 billion on an annual basis, to service
this debt, which is more than we spend on healthcare and
education.

The recent State of the Nation Address (SONA), has revealed
the poverty of ideas that plagues the ruling party, which out of a
concession of its incapacity, called for the resilience of South
Africans because they know that there is more misery to come
from their continued mis-leadership. There is no hope, and as
Slovenian Philosopher Slavoj Zizek says, “. . .the true courage
is to admit that the light at the end of the tunne,l is probably
the headlight of another train approaching us from the
opposite direction.”

The EFF made concise and important interventions at SONA,
which have once again proven the superiority of our logic. Our
solutions to massive unemployment include industrialization,
our interventions on violent crime include specialized courts for
Gender Based Violence, and we have made comprehensive
submissions to resolve South Africa’s energy crisis such as the
exploration of the use of Floating Storage Regassification Units
(FSRU’s) and co-operation with the People’s Republic of China
and the Russian Federation on energy.

It is unlikely however that this self-mutilating government will
ever heed logical advice, and as such it is left to the people to
revolt and reclaim their nation from a puppet of imperialism and
his destructive collective. 

The EFF’s call for a National Shutdown on the 20th of March
2023 therefore becomes a sane intervention of the people, to
register our unhappiness at the real state of the nation. People
from various spheres of our society, domestic workers, farmers,
petrol attendants, teachers, students professionals, artists, miners
and all of society must form part of the greatest demonstration in
defense of our democracy.

Our nation is faced with an aggressive onslaught from white-
monopoly capital, which has bought the political leadership of
South Africa rendering the democratic and political gains of
1994 meaningless, as they are not underpinned by economic
freedom. On the 20th of March 2023, we fight for our
homeland, we fight for our future and we fight for our lives!

Let us show the establishment that we will not be resilient to the
inhumanity they subject us to, and register at their doorsteps that
enough is enough. Every village, township, suburb and city must
not operate on the 20th of March 2023.

No truck must move, no business must open, no school must
operate as we all unite and demand the immediate resignation of
Cyril Ramaphosa! 

PATRIA O MUERTE! 

JULIUS MALEMA IS THE PRESIDENT AND
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ECONOMIC
FREEDOM FIGHTERS
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The Economic Freedom Fighters
Fighters have throughout its ten years of
existence, demonstrated a commitment
to the struggle against violent crime in
South Africa. For it is common
knowledge that South Africa is crippled
by violent crime, which seems unlikely
to decrease in the near future. And
despite legislation and policies put in
place to address crime and violence in
the country, there has been inconsistent
and inadequate implementation of such
policies, so much so that crime and
violence have continued to dominate our
country over the past two decades.

A number of resources have been put
into fighting crime, but it is concerning
to note that violent crime is increasing. 

Data drawn from official police statistics
show that crime has been increasing
gradually in South Africa since Mr.
Cyril Ramaphosa took over in 2018.

VIOLENT CRIME 
IN SOUTH AFRICA

By DSG Poppy Mailola

VOLUME 9 || FEBRUARY 2023 P-3

During the period of September 2018
and September 2022, Sexual offences
have gone up by 11% , which translates
from 12 745 to 13 283 sexual offences
reported.

Statistics paint a disheartening picture of
the levels of crime in this country and
the incapacity of the South African
Police Service (SAPS) to protect
citizens from rampant and merciless
actions of criminals in this country.
These trends are a product of the
Ramaphosa's tenure and are associated
with the effects of the breakdown in the
criminal justice system and more
recently, the growth in organised crime.

Crime is taking its toll on South
Africans, so much so that our people do
not feel safe and do not believe that the
government has the situation under
control. And the quarterly release of
official crime statistics by the South
African Police Service (SAPS) does
nothing to reduce public concerns and
fear of crime.

Domestic and sexual violence as well as
rape, remain less reported as women
have little confidence that their
complaints will be properly addressed.
Women are under siege, as crimes such
as rape and child abuse continue to
occur unabated behind closed doors.
There exists nothing to suggest any of
Ramaphosa's talks on Gender Based
Violence have led to any relief for
women.

 

Contact crimes, which includes the types
of crime which mostly of a violent
nature, and the category that generates
the greatest of fear of crime and feeds
into the insecurity amongst our people
has also increased. Between the period
of September 2018 and September 2022,
violent crimes such as murder have
increased by 13,6% between September
2018 and September 2022. This is from
5 554 to 7 004 murders.

Women live in constant fear. This fear
has a considerable impact on the daily
lives of women, so much so that many
take precautions such as staying indoors,
in closed and safeguarded spaces and
avoiding streets, parks, public
transportation vehicles and areas,
especially in the evenings. They feel
insecure while walking on the streets
and even at their homes.

Victimisation, crime and violence is a
common experience of all South
Africans. It has become so normalised at
its current level, that our people have
given up on the vision of South Africa
as a safe place.



The Department of Social Development does very little to
prioritise the implementation of creative family and community
of development programmes. The Department of Basic
Education does nothing to ensure effective early childhood and
adolescent development of South African children.

As the EFF, we have continuously lamented that the crime rate
will most efficiently be controlled by addressing those issues
that have the greatest impact on the choices available to the
majority of South Africans in terms of employment and income
earning opportunities. These choices are increased with greater
education and employment opportunities, as well as with
improvements in the basic developmental necessities required to
attain a simple yet dignified standard of living.

To address the rising levels of crime in the country, we need to
remove the ANC in power because it has failed in fighting
crime. As the EFF, we believe that there exists a strong link
between the rising numbers of crime and the lack of police
capacity across the country. The Ramaphosa administration has
been largely reactive, rather than preventative in how they
respond to crime. The police usually respond to crimes long
after it has been committed.

We therefore call for the strengthening of the law enforcement
to fight violent crimes, corruption, gangs and drugs. And we call
on our members of our society to join in as we embark on a
National Shutdown on the 20th of March 2023, the focus of
which is to remove Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa from office.

VOLUME 9 || FEBRUARY 2023 P-4

The causes of the high crime rate are difficult to pinpoint,
however unfavourable socio-economic conditions, such as the
high unemployment rate, which currently sits at 32,9%, with a
7,7 million people currently unemployed, may contribute to a
continued increase in crimes.

In our communities, violent crimes are also influenced by
factors such as overcrowding, poor housing, and a lack of
infrastructure and development in our townships. Our people
live in matchbox housings, in neighbourhoods which lack
basic facilities such as streetlights and open routes. Lack of
sufficient police presence, inadequate police training, a
corrupt police force and a faulty justice system also contribute
greatly.

But perhaps the biggest failure of Ramaphosa's administration
is to understand that there is a direct link between poverty,
inequality, and crime, including gender-based-violence. For
while legislation may lead to institutional changes, the reality
is that, it is the failure to address poverty and inequality that
will lead to more meaningful eradication of crime in our
society, Violence normalized.

Responsibility for combating crime lies with various
government departments whose responsibilities include the
reduction of unemployment and the improvement of
economic and social conditions for more South Africans. But
the country is led by an uncaring ruling party which has
normalized theft and violence. One would expect that the
increase in the SAPS budget and personnel numbers, and their
gains in vehicles and other equipment would have a
corresponding impact on crime, yet so far, this has not been
the case.



South Africa is on a precipice of
economic and social collapse, which
threatens the very existence of the
country as we know it. At the center of
this impending disaster are the
deliberate attempts to collapse Eskom
and remove from the State powers
associated with the generation,
transmission, and distribution of
electricity. Eskom has unable to
guarantee a stable energy supply to the
country's industrial and domestic needs
since 2008, when the country first
encountered electricity blackouts.

The length of time it has taken to find
solutions to the energy crisis in the
country, and the devastation this has
caused to industry is immeasurable.

In addition to the inability to resolve the
technical issues that are at the centre of
the blackouts, the global movement
aimed at mitigating and adapting to the
impacts of climate change has forced a
rethink on how countries source their
energy needs. To this end, there has
been global movement towards ditching
fossil fuels as a source of energy, and
towards renewable energy sources. 

In South Africa, the President
established a Presidential Climate
Commission, which has since produced
what they term a "Just Transition
Network", a framework that would
presumably guide the country's move
away from fossil fuels to renewable
sources of energy. 

ENERGY CRISIS IN SA:
A PRECIPICE OF ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COLLAPSE

By TG Omphile Maotwe
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But what is essentially the problem and
what must the country do to resolve the
crisis? Eskom has almost 30 power
stations from which it generates
electricity, all but one of these are coal
fired power stations from which it
generates electricity, all but one of these
are coal fired power stations, with
Koeberg as an exception. Koeberg is the
only nuclear power station in the
continent, and contributed about 5% of
power to the national grid.

We mention this simply to demonstrate
how coal dependent our electricity
regime is, and has been since time
immemorial. This is no surprise as the
country is blessed with abundant
supplies of coal. At the moment, the
country has about 53 billion tonnes of
coal reserves, and at present extraction
rates, these coal reserves would still be
available for mining for the next 200
years.

Owing to the abundance of coal as an
energy resource, South African energy
policy has always had this resource as a
base from which the country's
development and energy needs ought to
be premised. The 1998 White Paper on
Energy Policy prioritised the
electrification of households whilst
acknowledging the country's
dependence on coal, also acknowledged
that coal contributes to the emission of
greenhouse gases that lead to climate
change. 

The 2023 Integrated Energy Plan also
acknowledged this, and emphasized
that:

"Coal based electricity generation
remains the least cost option. However,
there is potential for hydro, natural gas
and nuclear generation capacity that will
have associated cost implications that
must be traded off against other benefits
on a project-by-project basis.”

The plan envisioned a more calculated
transition to renewable energy sources,
and outlined the dangers of rapid
transition to these sources. 



This must be premised on an aggressive investment in the
maintenance of current power stations to ensure that the
Electricity Availability Factor is maintained at above acceptable
levels. This must also be premised on the acknowledgement that
coal is the most reliable source of energy we have at the
moment, and that any transition away from coal must be based
on the availability of proven alternatives.

What does not help the situation as well is the concerted global
pressure on the country to abandon coal, from countries whose
industrialisation was catalysed by fossil fuels, and that are still
dependent on fossil fuels to this day. The R9 Billion World
Bank loan that Eskom got for the decommissioning of the
Komati Power station last year is an example of this, as are
many other overtures from the West.

South Africans must resist these attempts which would
inevitably force the country into a second Nogqawuse moment.
Stopping investments on coal without a credible alternative
source of energy is a suicidal move. It will deprive the country
of electricity whilst also costing thousands of people their jobs,
rendering towns across Mpumalanga destitute.

We must therefore support the call for a shutdown on the 20th of
March, to force the government of Ramaphosa to listen to the
people, and not put the interests of the renewable energy lobby
ahead of the interests of the country.
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The plan claimed that:

“For grid connected electricity, it is important to bear in mind
that wind and solar generation cannot produce electricity in
response to demand. These technologies only produce when
the source (wind or solar) is available. This increases the
system costs, as extra storage is necessary if such is the only
source of energy. Wind energy is at least 300% more
expensive than new coal fired plant. So the large scale use of
wind energy will be costly for the economy."

The 2010-2030 Integrated Resource Plan recommended that
in addition to all existing and committed power plants
(including 10 GW committed coal), there should be an
addition of 9,6GW of nuclear; 6,3GW of coal; 17,8GW of
renewables; 8,9GW of other generation sources for the period
between 2010 and 2030. However, the revised 2019
Integrated Resource Plan envisions an energy future that is
dominated largely by renewables. This is influenced largely
by the desire to move away from coal to renewable sources of
energy.

When Ramaphosa became president, he established the
Presidential Climate Commission. In July 2022, the
Commission published its Just Transition Framework, which
lays out the vision for the country’s transition to greener
energy sources. The framework foresees a situation in which
from 2025 up until 2040 there would be an accelerated
closure of coal fired power stations in the country, which
would ostensibly be replaced by renewable sources of energy.

In the meantime, the country has all but dumped its nuclear
build plans, primarily as a result of a court decision that
invalidated the process that had been followed by the Zuma
administration. Instead of restarting the process of nuclear
build following prescribed processes, the country has all but
abandoned the 2010-2013 IRP. Linked to this has been a very
deliberate management effort to scale down dramatically the
maintenance of existing power stations at Eskom.

This is actual evidence that from 2018, Eskom significantly
scaled down on its maintenance of power stations, leading to
the current loadshedding crisis we are facing today. In simple
terms, the above can be summarised as follows, over the past,
20 years, the country could foresee that electricity demand
would eclipse supply if there was no investment in new
electricity generation in the country. 

Those responsible for policy development acknowledged that
coal would remain an important source of energy, while
renewables would make environmental sense but were too
expensive and unproven. The country decided to invest on
nuclear, but this was scuppered by lobby groups who seem to
now control the country’s policy direction. While this was
happening, and in order to force a collapse of the national
grid, Eskom was infiltrated at the highest level of decision
making, and this manifested itself in the decision to cut
maintenance of their plants from 2018 onwards.

The current loadshedding crisis could have been prevented,
and still can be overcome if Eskom would be realistic about
the option they have. While we all aspire for a cleaner energy
regime, our transition must be realistic and based on
pragmatic reasoning. 



It has been 10-years since the Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF) was formed, and
gathered in what is known as Uncle Tom’s
Hall in Soweto to deliberate on What Is
To Be Done? 

The EFF, which has since its inception
styled itself as a government in waiting has
for over a decade made meaningful
contributions to the sphere of governance,
while outside the levers of power itself.
Many analysts have over the years
speculated on why the EFF was reluctant
to assume positions of power, and perhaps
this has been answered by the party’s
President and Commander in Chief Julius
Malema, in his most recent addresses at
the Provincial Plenum’s of the
organization in the Gauteng and Free State
Provinces respectively.

Lamenting on the need for qualified
leaders within its ranks, EFF President
Malema echoed that, “South Africa is
where it is because of the deployment of
mediocrity. We are going to deploy the
best of the best in the City of Joburg!.” 

Malema said this in the context of re-
emphasizing a position held by the EFF,
and enshrined in its Code of Conduct for
Public Representatives, which states that
Public Representatives must have
secondary and post-secondary educational
qualifications.

One would be hard pressed to disagree that
the EFF has indeed deployed the best
within its ranks to the Mayoral Committee
in the City of Johannesburg Municipal
Council, following the ousting of the
Democratic Alliance led coalition. 

The patience that informed the reluctance
to govern by the EFF seems to have led the
organization to produce not only qualified
individuals to lead in the municipal sphere,
but experienced leaders who are in touch
with the very identity of the organization.

The new MMC For Public Safety Dr.
Mgcini Tshwaku, holds a Bachelors
Degree in Chemistry, Physics and Applied
Mathematics, a BSc and MSc in Chemical
Engineering and a PhD in Chemical
Engineering. Tshwaku has been an activist
of the EFF since its inception. His
impressive educational background is
coupled with a remarkable track record of
leadership within the EFF, which has seen
him lead as a Convenor of Gauteng
Province, as a National Organizer and as
Head of Elections. Most recently, Dr.
Tshwaku was part of a team of
Commissars, as members of the party’s
Central Command Team (CCT) are
known, to revive the EFF in Limpopo
which was disbanded after a dismal
performance In the 2021 Local
Government Elections.

EFF ASSUMES GOVERNMENT IN
THE CITY OF JOHANNESBURG!

Editorial
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As part of his responsibilities as a National
Organizer of the EFF, Tshwaku has
extensive experience interacting with
Disaster Management and Emergency,
JMPD and has an acute appreciation of
safety regulations. Energized and
determined to tackle his new
responsibilities in government, Tshwaku
says, “We will build a corrupt free and
visible law enforcement unit, which will
ensure public safety, combat drunk driving
and drug trafficking and reverse apartheid
spatial planning and the existence of
dilapidated buildings.” His optimism may
just be what the people of Johannesburg
need after decades of neglect and extortion
from law enforcement on the City.

The exploits of a Doctor in academia did
not seem to be enough for the red-berets,
as they went further to deploy a qualified
nurse as the MMC of Health and Social
Development. The fierce Treasurer of the
EFF in Johannesburg, Ennie Makhafula
holds a Diploma in Nursing from Chris
Hani Baragwanath Hospital, and is
currently pursuing a diploma in TB/HIV
Management at the University of
Stellenbosch. Fighter Makhafula has risen
from within the ranks of the EFF, and is
passionate about the provision of quality
healthcare for all.

“We must ensure that we provide 24-hour
clinics in all of our communities, and
maintain our clinics so that the public
healthcare system is no longer a place
where our people go to die”, says
Makhafula. 

Both of the MMC’s seem to draw
inspiration from the EFF’s Founding
Manifesto, particularly its 7 non-negotiable
cardinal pillars in their approach to
governance. 

Read The EFF’s Founding Manifesto
Here: https://effonline.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/Founding-
Manifesto.pdf 

The future looks bright for the City of
Johannesburg, and the EFF has committed
that there will be visible changes within
the first 100-days of governance of the
new MMC’s. Much is to be seen of what
this opportunity to lead in a municipality
will bear for the EFF. One thing is certain,
the organization certainly seems Ready To
Govern!

https://effonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Founding-Manifesto.pdf


It is possible to arrive in a place that exists only in
our imagination. Our imagination gives us the
generative power to create the worlds we desire, alter
those we are unsatisfied with and destroy those that
oppress us. Ngungi wa Thiongo emphasizes the
necessity and the importance of imagination in if we
are going to create a better Africa.

He reminds us that we are going to have to be
extremely creative if we are to establish an Africa that
is free from the shackles of corruption, colonialism,
poverty and imperialism. Imagination will  be the
main driving force if we are to create an African that
is not mortgaged to the West.

If the imagination is nourished then we begin to see a
possibility of radically different futures and if it is
starved the people become complacent with living in
rot. That is why perhaps oppressive regimes insist on
crippling the imagination of the people to ensure that
they do not question; to ensure that they become
docile

Ngungi is a writer, thinker and scholar whose
interests are thinking about problems of being black
and African in the world. He has written many books
that are translated to different languages and all of
them concerned with the drama of colonialism and
post-colonialism in Africa. Ngungi wa Thiongo the
Kenyan burning pen, prison writer and griot turned
85 this year and his teachings remain relevant and his
contribution to the black radical tradition
immeasurable.

Ngungi is one of the first critics of post-colonial
Africa. When many were consumed by the
excitement and confusion brought about by
independence Ngungi was one of the first to say
things are not as they seem. In his literature he
pointed to us the pitfalls of the black political elite
and how they have become collaborators with those
who oppressed us.

In his play I Will Marry When I Want Ngungi
exposes the ruling class as capitalist vultures who are
living off the poor. The play ends with a call for a
revolution. This is what landed Ngungi in maximum
prison where he was incarcerated without a charge.
His crime was speaking the truth; he dared to
challenge the authorities and say this is not the
freedom that our people died for. It is while in prison
that Ngungi made the decision to write in Gikuyu, it
is in prison that his ideas on language and
decolonization were conceived and solidified.

The play that landed Ngungi in prison was written
in Gikuyu and not in English. His cast was of
ordinary men and women from the community.
Ngungi had been contemplating for a long thime;
what does the English language mean to us? What
are the implications of using it in our homes, arts,
work? Ngungi resolved that he was going to use
indigenous language because he saw English as an
instrument of psychological quest.

Ngungi understood the importance of indigenous
languages and was aware that the impetus that they
have is often overlooked. The ways in which they are
able to connect us, to move something within us and
to remind us of who we really are is often relegated.
English becomes a measure of intelligence while
indigenous languages signify barbarism

IT IS POSSIBLE TO ARRIVE IN
A PLACE THAT EXISTS ONLY
IN OUR IMAGINATION.

By Commissar Vuyani Pambo
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The language debate did not
begin with Ngungi but his
intervention was necessary. He
reminded us of the psychological
damage that colonialism did to us
and that i ts  vestiges sti l l  exist
even today.

Ngungi was committed to the
project of decolonization, not just
in theory but in practice.  He was
aware that writ ing in his native
would negatively affect his work
but he did i t  anyway for his
people,  his country.

For Ngungi writ ing in English
meant that the language grows but
while i t  grows what happens to
the native languages? Do they not
wither awya? This was important

for Ngungi because language is
not just  a mode of communication
but i t  carries a culture and
culture defines a people.  Ngungi
teaches us that we should be the
ones who define ourselves.  We
should be defined by those who,
for years,  made us believe that
we are less than human.

Engagement with the work of
Ngungi affirms that art  serves a
function much more important
than entertainment.  He shows
that t  through art ,  particularly
li terature we are able to see
beyond the façade. We are able to
piece thr veil  and see society as
what i t  clearly is.  Ngungi
emphasizes that

artists reflect the t imes and
through their  imagination they
are able to convince the people to
take a certain att i tude towards
reality.
For a long time thinking about t
the future of Africa has been a
while prerogative; black people
who dared to challenge this were
killed or exiled.

Ngungi insists on his right to
insist .  He insists that we each
have a role to play in the creation
of a society that is  better than the
one we exist  in.  Through his
work he shows us before we can
even see.  He reminds us that we
have not arrived at  freedom
station and we continue to
demand what is  r ightfully ours.
Freedom.

VOLUME 9 || FEBRUARY 2023 P-9



When he, with his community behind him, demanded
water the government of the ANC, instead of
providing water, responded with bullets. 

The Economic Freedom Fighter’s (EFF) Andries
Tatane Clean Up Campaign is a direct resistance
against the unequal and asymmetric living conditions
which the ANC has failed to address since taking
over government. Just as they were during Apartheid,
black communities continue to be a shadow of white
and affluent communities. Sewage runs in the streets,
our children dance and swim in dirty water, and
living spaces have been converted into dumping and
garbage sites. 

In his book, “The Wretched of the Earth”, Frantz
Fanon paints the noxious picture of the native (black)
towns juxtaposed against settler (white) towns. He
writes, “The zone where the natives live is not
complementary to the zone inhabited by the settlers.” 
He explains the irreconcilability of the two towns, as
the town of the settler is “superfluous”. In other
words, white communities have more than they need. 

“The settlers' town is a strongly built town, all made
of stone and steel. It is a brightly lit town; the streets
are covered with asphalt, and the garbage cans
swallow all the leavings, unseen, unknown and hardly
thought about. The settler's feet are never visible,
except perhaps in the sea; but there you're never close
enough to see them. His feet are protected by strong
shoes although the streets of his town are clean and
even, with no holes or stones. The settler's town is a
well-fed town, an easy-going town; its belly is always
full of good things. The settlers' town is a town of
white people, of foreigners.”

Meanwhile across the street, “The town belonging to
the colonized people, or at least the native town, the
Negro village, the medina, the reservation, is a place
of ill fame, peopled by men of evil repute. They are
born there, it matters little where or how; they die
there, it matters not where, nor how. It is a world
without spaciousness; men live there on top of each
other, and their huts are built one on top of the other.
The native town is a hungry town, starved of bread,
of meat, of shoes, of coal, of light. The native town is
a crouching village, a town on its knees, a town
wallowing in the mire.”

The ANC has failed to transform our communities,
and rid the stain of colonialism. South Africa today
remains a mirror image of South Africa under
colonial rule.

Sihle Lonzi
On April 13, 2011, less than two decades after the
1994 settlement between the Apartheid government
and the former liberation movement, the African
National Congress (ANC), a dark cloud fell over the
soi-disant “Rainbow Nation”. The promise of “A
better life for all” crumbled before our eyes, as the
right to life and human dignity suffered a fatal blow. 

The South African Police Service (SAPS), under the
government of the ANC, held the false belief that
they were just killing a service delivery protestor
when, in reality, they were killing the archetypal
symbol of resistance and human dignity. The body of
Andries Tatane lay, lifeless, in front of the offices of
a local municipality, as over seven police officers in
Ficksburg, Free State, mauled and shot him on the
chest at close range. This gruesome act was televised
live for the whole nation to see. The country and
organization of Nobel Peace Prize winner, Nelson
Mandela, unveiled its ugly head for the whole world
to see. The liberators had become the oppressors,
peacemakers turned violators.

Andries Tatane was killed because he refused to
accept that black people were destined to live in
squalor without basic services.

EFF ANDRIES TATANE CLEAN UP
CAMPAIGN: A SYMBOL OF SELF-LOVE
AND HUMAN DIGNITY

By Commissar Sihle Lonzi
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On a rainy Saturday morning, February 18, 2023, 12
years after the brutal murder of community activist,
Andries Tatane, the Commander in Chief, Julius
Malema, led the launch of the EFF Andries Tatane
Clean Up Campaign in one of the dirtiest illegal
dumbing sites in South Africa, next to a clinic in
Sebokeng, Mfuleni Local Municipality in Gauteng. 

The Andries Tatane Clean Up Campaign is a distinguishing
feature, which sets members of the EFF apart from members of
other political organizations. It reinforces the qualitative
superiority of the EFF as an organization. We do not need
money to love ourselves. We do not need blue lights and
government positions to love ourselves. We do not need the
affirmation and permission of white people, and their
collaborators, to love ourselves. 

Our dirty communities are a mirror image of the dirty and
uncaring people who have captured our government and
country, to selfishly enrich themselves, their friends and
families. They do not live in dirty neighborhoods, yet they pass
our people everyday in dirty and abandoned communities. The
EFF Andries Tatane Clean Up Campaign will be a weekly
reminder to all South Africans that after cleaning our streets, we
have the capacity and power to clean up our government in
2024.

Patria O Muerte! Homeland or Death!

This will be a weekly program for all members of the
EFF to clean all public spaces in their respective
streets, wards and communities. Every Saturday
members of the EFF will work hand in hand with
community members to clean their streets, as an
expression of self-love and human dignity. This is not
a once-off campaign opportunistically launched on
the eve of elections, to score cheap votes. Rather, it
will be an ongoing program, with or without cameras,
to reclaim our streets and do what ANC Councilors,
Mayors and Premiers have failed to do for close to 30
years. 

The EFF is demonstrating an unparalleled level of
commitment and love for black people, as it embarks
on a campaign even when it is not yet in government.
The EFF does not need to be in government to prove
its love for black people, and their human dignity.
Cleanliness is a symbolic expression and embodiment
of self-love. We refuse to live in dirty communities
because those we put in power in 1994, have
forgotten and abandoned us. 

Before After


