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The Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) has noted with much disdain the ongoing technical
glitches that have rendered the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) online voter
registration website offline nationally. It is completely unacceptable that three days before
the on-site voter registration commences, the IEC online voter registration website is offline
and has consistently been unreliable with the process of getting people registered
successfully with no struggles over the past few days.

The IEC website being offline at such a crucial time asserts the reality that it is failing in
ensuring that in the very least people can have access to a website meant to alleviate the
constraints and limitations onsite voter registration process has proven to be. The IEC online
voter registration has a vital role to play in opening room for ease of voter registration, and
in particular, that of young people.

It is a shuddering circumstance that the IEC has now joined in all the collapsed systems of
municipalities and state entities; shattered by the government of the ANC. The IEC should in
no way be afforded the freedoms of trial and error when they are a Chapter 9 institution
which is primarily mandated to protect and guard the democratic rights of South Africans.

The EFF calls on the Electoral Commission of South Africa to resolve the technical crisis that
is thwarting the efforts of the EFF and the general populace in getting young people registered
to vote with immediate effect. Part and parcel of the demand is the reiteration of the EFF
demand that the online voter registration website and the IEC app be zero-rated and not
require the availability of data for our people to be able to utilize the services.

The IEC has not only neglected its mandate to ensure that the people of South Africa exercise
their right to choose a government by mass mobilization of young people to register to vote
online, but is actively working against this prerogative by being negligent with the only tool
that affords convenience.
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